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I am very proud 
of the way in 
which this synod 
has responded 
to the need for 
new leaders as 
Associates in 
Ministry, Diaconal 
Ministers, 
Deaconesses, and 
Ordained Ministers. 

We currently 
have more than 60 
individuals in the 

candidacy process for one of the rosters of this 
church. For a synod our size, this is significant 
work and I thank you for your past support. I 
also want to encourage you to continue raise up 
leaders for the future of God’s church.

I am also aware that often our discussion 
of vocation in the church only addresses the 
vocations of those employed by one of the 
expressions of the church. Lutherans understand 
that we each have several vocations from 
God. I am a citizen, husband, father, pastor, 
congregation member, grandfather, etc. All 
of these vocations come from God and I am 
responsible to God for my living in these 
vocations.

We live in a time when people are being pulled 
in a variety of directions by competing interests.

It is important for me to think about how God 
is calling me in each of these directions in order 
to make sense and give priority to my response. 
Understanding vocation also helps us address 
the competing priorities that we face. 

You and I have a responsibility and the 
privilege of responding to God’s call as we act 
in a various vocations.

I hear people defining themselves by 
their job. Their sense of self-worth seems 
too connected to that which provides a pay 
check. In baptism we have all been given our 
identities in Christ. As a child of God I am a 
husband, grandfather, etc. My identity comes 
from God who created and re-created me. 

It is easy to fall into the trap that says 
one vocation is superior to another. Luther’s 
understanding says that God has called me 
to this vocation. I am not pitting one vocation 
against another. I am living in the bounty of 
opportunity and gifts that God has provided to 
accomplish the work that needs to be done at 
home, in the community and in the world.

To what is God calling you? Rostered 
leaders serving under call can point to the 
piece of paper that says that the church acting 
under the guidance of the Holy Spirit has 
called that individual to that vocation. I would 
say that your baptismal certificate is your call 
to the various vocations that you have to act 
with confidence that God is the source and 
the strength for living that vocation.

Editor’s Note: If you would like to find 
out more about the vocations that Bishop 
Boerger mentions in his article, please visit 
the Vocation and Education Unit of the 
ELCA. There are resources there for lay, 
youth, young leaders and rostered leaders. 
Visit www.elca.org and at the bottom of the 
page click on the Vocation and Education 
link.

Disciples Follow Jesus
by The Rev. Wm Chris Boerger, Bishop

http://www.elca.org/Who-We-Are/Our-Three-Expressions/Churchwide-Organization/Vocation-and-Education.aspx
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Ongoing Need In Haiti
(The ELCA and their partners are in Haiti. A 

new situation report was posted on the ELCA 
Disaster Relief dated 2/5/2010.)

Since the earthquake in Haiti one month 
ago, the ELCA has received more than 27,000 
gifts totaling more than $4.2 million to support 
humanitarian relief efforts in Haiti. According 
to ELCA Treasurer Christina Jackson-Skelton, 
the ELCA received an additional $320,000 in 
a matching grant from Thrivent Financial for 
Lutherans, bringing the overall total to more than 
$4.6 million in gifts to the ELCA.

“We’ve seen a phenomenal response,” 
said the Rev. Daniel Rift, director, ELCA World 
Hunger and Disaster Appeal. Rift said members 
of the ELCA have been “faithful in their giving, 
bearing witness to the hope for the Lutheran 
church and communities in Haiti.”

One-quarter of Haiti’s population has been 
directly affected by the earthquake and that 
presents an overwhelming challenge for those 
responding with humanitarian aid, said Rift. “The 
only way to truly, effectively respond is to build 
long-term partnerships with Haitians,” he said.

Financial gifts from the 4.6-million-member 
ELCA are used to purchase and distribute 
medicine, drinking water, food, emergency 
shelter, sanitation and hygiene kits and other 
materials to aid survivors of the earthquake. 
Lutherans are also working to provide 
psychosocial services and other support.

The funds are distributed to three partner 
organizations of the ELCA working on the 
ground in Haiti -- The Lutheran World Federation 
(LWF); Lutheran World Relief (LWR); and 
Church World Service (CWS).

Chris Herlinger, CWS communication officer, 
was on assignment in Haiti this month. In a 
news release, Herlinger said that in a perfect 
world the distribution of humanitarian aid after 
a major disaster would occur without a hitch.  
“Everything would be orderly, and proceed with 
due precision,” he wrote.

Haiti is far from a perfect place, wrote 
Herlinger. “Humanitarian practice, even 
during relatively small emergencies, is hard 
and imperfect work -- a fact often not fully 

understood or 
appreciated by 
donors and even 
non-emergency 
staff members 
of humanitarian 
groups,” he said.

“When 
compounded 
by the many 
challenges 
posed in Haiti -- bad infrastructure even before 
the quake, the massive scale of damage, the 
toll the quake has taken on everyone -- some 
acceptance of imperfection and the need to 
improvise become part of the daily realities of aid 
workers,” he wrote.

During his trip, Herlinger said he met 
Emmanuela Blain, a medical doctor helping to 
coordinate Action by Churches Together (ACT) 
and LWR’s distribution of food and non-food 
items. Blain told Herlinger, “You need to be 
patient to do this kind of work.”

(Editor’s Note: This article is from an ELCA press 
release dated Feb 12, 2010. For the full release visit 
www.elca.org and click on News Releases on the 
far right side of the page.If you would like to make a 
financial contribution or to learn more how the ELCA 
is helping please visit www.elca.org/earthquakehaiti.)
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