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Faith and

Everyday Life

Below, you'll find the names of Playing Chess
Centralites celebrating their
birthday this month. Share a

Here 1s another serious sort of play. Chess1s so
civilized, but the object of the game 1s still the

birthday wish with them and defeat of the opponent. Trickery, stealth, strategy
help make it a special day! are all part of the game.
Craig Fryhle 9/01 Learning} to pl.ay chgss i.s a goqd thing. It sharpens
Glen Gersmehl 0/04 a person’s k.)g.mal thmlqng, ability to plan ahead,
see possibilities they might have missed. All of
Andrew Rapp 9104 these are good life skills
Valerie Kampe 9/06 8 '
Jennie Allen 9/08 Maybe God wants us to be able to play life the
Tracy Slaughter 9/08 way we might play chess. God gave us this won-
Jamie Pedersen 9/09 derful gift of intellect and the unique ability to
Adam Rauch 9/09 plan ahead in a way that is different from our
Beth Strack 9/09 animal cousins. Lions can plan a hunt but only
Betty Haberman 9/12 humans can plan a vacation! Maybe God wants us
Ruth deKok 9/14 to be sharp, alert and able to strategize. After all,
Jocelyn Hudson 9/15 scripture tell us that “the devil 1s a wily creature,
Bernice Meyer 9/15 seeking whom he may desire.”
Brooke Powers 9/15 , .
Pam Tohnson oNn7 er certamly need to be aware of the dar.k side of
Cathy Woods oN7 this. There 1s the great potential to do evil to

others through these same skills. We can destroy

Ian} EV&I}S-Rapp 923 others through our scheming. How we use our
Lecia Phinney 9124 chess skills in relationships 1s a delicate matter.
Luke Gersmehl Hudson 9/25

David Johnson 9125 But we can’t and shouldn’t throw the baby out
Christa Dumpys 9/27 with the bath water. We need to develop the life
Meredith Fane 9/27 skills to get what we want, to relate to others, to
Ronan Wood 927 plan how we will achieve our goals and dreams.
Eleanor Kaufman Larson 9/28

Solearn how to play chess. .. wisely. Butlearn how
to play with compassion and humility!

Lutheran Counseling Network
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July

For P
Attendance or I'rayer

Central does have a Prayer Chain. If you are

July 5th 53 interested in joining it or have a concern you would
July 12th 68 like to have the Prayer Chain pray for, please

July 19th 55 contact Pastor Shannon (206-322-7500;

July 26th 45 pastor@loveiscentral.org).

Shut In:
Betty Haberman
Doris Schlecht
Doris Carlson

Il and recovering:
Kathy Twohig
Clitt Kempner’s niece Jessica
Clitt Kempner’s dad Jack
Roger Nyhus’ mom Phyllis

Coffee Hour

Schedule

Tom Donlea’s niece Amy and her son Hudson
Sue Anderson’s mom Lois

Brian Anderson’s mom JoAnn
Jim Peterson’s partner Billy
Jonna Farley

Yada Hartmann

Please find the coffee hour assighments for the
next two months below. Please check your

schedule ahead of time and 1f you are unable to Duane Miles’ sister-in-law Dixic

take care of coffee hour on your assigned Sunday,
please try to switch with someone and let Sandy
know who will be taking your place.

September 6th- Brian & Sue Anderson
September 13th- (RALLY DAY) Steven
Chapman, David Copley, David Johnson and
Anna Copley

September 20th- (HARVEST FAIR) Betty
Bekemeier and Jackie Brolsma

September 27th- Anne Bush and Suzy Oversvee
October 4th- Sally Brunsman and Jeffrey Cook
October 11th- Jon & Juni Nelson and Chert
Cornell

October 18th- Dave & Stephanie Cross and Sara
Debassat

October 25th- Darla DeFrance, Marinko
Kordich, and Bill Donkervoet

Jon Nelson

Don Firth

Julie Mattson

Luke Gersmehl Hudson
Tom Donlea’s cousin Liam
Elaine Wright

Bruce Myka’s father Jerry
Pastor Shannon and Mitch

Mourning:

Jon and Juni Nelson on the death of their son
Joshua

Tom Donlea’s cousin Jett on the death of hiswife
Our VBS camper Lucas, on the death of his
mother Arden

Prayers of Thanksgiving:

Joshua Jack Grittin born to Emily and Greg
Griffin on July 7%, 7 Ibs, 20 inches

Leif, Anders, and Erik Pedersen born to Jamie
and Eric Pedersen on July 12th
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Centrdl Kids' Page

Animals

All parents try to teach their children. Animals teach their babies. Unscramble the words to find the names
of these baby animals.
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Start with T and, following the arrows,
write each letter in the blanks.

Hidden Message s+~ 1/4
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Proverbs 22:6
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Jesus, Justice and Jazz
by The Rev. Wm Chris Boerger, Bishop

37000 youth and
advisors gathered
in New Orleans, LA,
for the 2009 ELCA
Youth Gathering
under the theme,
Jesus, Justice and
Jazz. This was
my third gathering
since | have been in
the office of bishop.

Each gathering
is unique and
each has many
common elements with previous gatherings.
This one stood out in that the gathering was only
one week rather than the attendees being split
up in to two groups, during two different weeks.
Seeing people sitting in the upper level of the
Superdome was an amazing sight.

New Orleans and the surrounding areas were
excited by the presence of these youth. Each
group engaged in some type of direct service to
the community. These experiences ranged from
assembling backpacks for every student in the
New Orleans school system, to planting grass in
attempt to recover wet lands, to painting murals
for the schools.

| was with the group from Holy Spirit, Kirkland
as they patrticipated in creating the mural on 2
by 4s that was used in the gathering’s closing
worship. (The mural will be distributed to Habitat
for Humanity Housing projects.) The citizens
of New Orleans knew that the Lutherans were
present in the form of these orange shirted
workers that were scattered over the city.

New Orleans is still recovering from Katrina
and Rita. The lower ninth ward is still the symbol

that most of the world sees. | was privileged
to be with the folks from Holy Spirit as we
toured the 7th ward. This area suffered as
much or more as the 9th ward. It is not in

the headlines, but the destruction is still
visible. Where they broke, the levies have
been repaired, but the sections that did not
collapse are still as weak as the sections that
did. The potential for further damage in this
area is very real.

The 207 members of the Northwest
Washington Synod who attended the
gathering had a variety of experiences. Like
all youth gatherings there were moments of
disorganization and youthful enthusiasm. It
is also clear that those who attended were
challenged by speakers, experiences and
conversation to “do justice, love kindness and
to walk humbly with God.”

There is much that goes into getting a
congregation’s youth to such an event. Being
with 37,000 other Lutherans is a unique
experience. If you had youth who attended,
talk with them about the gathering. If a
neighboring congregation sent members to
New Orleans, invite them to come and share
their experience. This was the largest event in
New Orleans since the hurricanes. We made
headlines for coming to town and doing the
work of God. We were the church.

Editor’s Note: For photos, news stories and
other information about the gathering please
visit: www.lutheransnw.org and click on 2009
ELCA Youth Gathering.



Luther And The Hungry Poor

St John United in Seattle is hosting Professor
Samuel Torvend for a half-day conference on
the Reformation roots of our Lutheran service to
the poor: Luther and the Hungry Poor. The event
will take place from 9 to 1 p.m. on Saturday,
Nov. 21, at St. John United in Seattle.

The event is open to all congregations.
Members of St. John are especially encouraging
those who work with soup kitchens, food
pantries and other community needs to attend.
Dr. Torvend is an exciting presenter and did
a shortened version of this workshop at PLU
Hunger Gathering in February. The event will
include two presentations by Dr. Torvend, small
group sharing, holy communion and lunch.

Dr. Torvend is author of Luther and the
Hungry Poor: Gathered Fragments. It's available
on Fortress Press for $29, Item
No: 9780800662387.

Prayer Retreat:
Rooted in God’s Love

Zion Lutheran in Ferndale will host a
community-wide prayer retreat from 9 am to 3
pm on Saturday, Aug. 22.

The theme of the retreat is Rooted in Christ’s
Love, based on Eph. 3:16-18; the day will
include sessions and workshops on spiritual
practices including labyrinth, rock formations
and advocacy as it relates to prayer.

Workshop leaders include Marie Marchand
(Dir. of Whatcom Peace and Justice Center),
Myra Smith (Dir. of Laughing Flower Labyrinth
Design) and Singer/song-writer Garrison Doles
(The Song Chapel).

The retreat is free. Refreshments are
included. You are welcome to bring a dish for
sharing at lunch. Concert by Garrison Doles will
take place from 2 to 3 pm. Please register by
Mon, Aug. 16, by calling 360-366-5567 or email
office_zion@comcast.net. Zion’s address is
7215 Valley View Rd., Ferndale.

Celebrate Journeys to Joy

Lutheran Community Services (LCS)
Northwest invites you to a fundraising brunch
celebrating and supporting the work of our
programs. Journeys to Joy will be held from
12:30 to 3 p.m. on Sunday, Oct. 4, at the
Bellevue Hilton, Bellevue.

This year’s brunch will feature A Journey
from Afghanistan to the Pacific Northwest, the
personal story of LCS Multicultural Community
Services Regional Director Salah Ansary and his
25 years serving refugees.

Each year LCS serves more than
120,000 people of all ages and cultures. Our
programs depend on the generous financial
support of individuals and congregations.

Host a table. Invite friends to learn what
our agency is doing to change lives in our
communities.

There is no cost to attend the brunch. There
will be an opportunity, through gifts and pledges,
to support our programs.

For more information please contact Monica
Hurley, mhurley@Icsnw.org; or Lynn Naumann
at 206- 816-3223.

Important Note. We are combining the effort
and expense of our fall and spring events into
one annual event. There will not be a spring
event.

The Spirit, a publication of the Northwest Washington
Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
(ELCA), is intended for members, leaders, and clergy
of synod congregations and organizations.
Congregations are encouraged to copy The Spirit and
include it in their own newsletters. The Spirit can be
downloaded from the Synod website.

Northwest Washington Synod, ELCA
5519 Phinney Ave North
Seattle, WA 98103-5829

Telephone: 206-783-9292
Toll Free: 1-800-244-6997
Fax: 206-783-9833
Email: office@lutheransnw.org

Editor: Margit Peiffle

Email: margit@lutheransnw.org
Telephone: 425-299-6667
Website: www.lutheransnw.org

Information for the October 2009 issue of The Spirit is due to
the Synod Office by Wednesday, September 2.




September 2009 October 2009
Septelllberzoog s M T W T F S s M T W T F S
1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3
6 7 8 9 10 11 12 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 1 12 13 14 15 16 17
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 18 19 20 21 22 23 24
27 28 29 30 25 26 27 28 29 30 31
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
September 1 2 3 4 5
10:30am Community Lunch 6:30pm AA Meeting (Parish 10:30am Community Lunch 6:00pm American Indian AA
(Parish hall) Hall) (Parish hall) (Parish Hall)
7:00pm KidsAreCentral 7:00pm Mutual Ministry
meeting (Upstairs (Pastor Shannon's
Adult Meeting office)
Room) 7:30pm Stewardship &
Finance (Upstairs
Adult Meeting
Room)
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
10:00am Worship (Church) Labor Day- OFFICE CLOSED | 10:30am Community Lunch 6:30pm AA Meeting (Parish 10:30am Community Lunch 6:00pm American Indian AA
1:00pm Gender Odyssey 7:30pm NA meeting (Parish (Parish hall) Hall) (Parish hall) (Parish Hall)
Conference (Parish Hall) 6:15pm Council Dinner
Hall and kitchen) (Parish Hall)
7:00pm Council Meeting
(Sanctuary
basement)
13 14 15 16 17| 18 19
RALLY DAY 6:00pm Comm. Lunch Board | 10:30am Community Lunch 11:00am Sunshine Circle 10:30am Community Lunch 6:00pm American Indian AA
9:00am Pancake Breakfast mtg. (Upstairs Adult (Parish hall) (Parish Hall) (Parish hall) (Parish Hall)
(Parish Hall) Meeting Room) 7:00pm Men's Group (The 6:30pm AA Meeting (Parish
9:30am Central's "Behind the | | 7:30pm NA meeting (Parish Elysian) Hall)
Scenes" Hall) 6:30pm Worship Committee
11:00am Worship (Church) (Pastor Shannon's
office)
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Harvest Fair 7:30pm NA meeting (Parish 10:30am Community Lunch 6:30pm AA Meeting (Parish 10:30am Community Lunch 6:00pm American Indian AA
8:30am Singing School Hall) (Parish hall) Hall) (Parish hall) (Parish Hall)
(Church)
9:00am Choir (Church)
9:45am Sunday School
10:00am Adult Forum (Parish
11:00am Worship (Church)
12:00pm Harvest Fair (Parish
12:30pm Knitting Group
27, 28 29 30
8:30am Singing School 7:00pm Long-Range 10:30am Community Lunch 6:30pm AA Meeting (Parish
(Church) Planning Meeting (Parish hall) Hall)

9:00am Choir (Church)
9:30am Hour of Service
(Parish Hall)
9:45am Sunday School
11:00am Worship (Church)

(Sanctuary
basement)

7:30pm NA meeting (Parish
Hall)
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Following Christ;

Central Lutheran Church...

sharing God's love for all people.
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